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ST. JOHN VALLEY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
…Working for you to help sustain Maine’s abundant natural resources since 1942

SUMMER 2016 NEWSLETTER
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DAVID POTTER, Allagash, Chairman
DUANE THERIAULT, St. Agatha, Co- Chair
KURT COULOMBE, St. Agatha, Treasurer
JOHN “GENE” DESJARDINS, Van Buren
PETER SMITH, Hamlin
ASSOCIATE SUPERVISORS
TOM SCHNECK, St. David
OFFICE STAFF
Anthony Tardif – Interim Office Manager
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
ERIC GIBERSON, District Conservationist
GREG CIRONI, Soil Conservationist
Meetings of the SJVSWCD are
Generally held on the second Tuesday
of each month at 6:30pm in Madawaska.
The public is welcome to attend.
Please contact the District if special
Accommodations are needed.
Contact the District If you have any questions
about how the SJVSWCD can help you with
conservation concerns, please contact the
District office in Fort Kent. Phone: (207) 8343311, x-3 E-Mail: sjvswcd@gmail.com

FORT KENT OFFICE WELCOMES NEW
DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST
ERIC GIBERSON
I started with NRCS in April of 2007 as a soil
conservationist in the Bangor Field Office. I have been
working mainly with forestry landowners, and foresters in
Penobscot County, delivering conservation technical and
financial assistance to promote sustainable forestry. In
addition, I have been working with potato growers, dairy
and beef producers, and mixed vegetable farmers, mainly
in southern Penobscot County. I came from the private
sector, working in Western and Northern New York as a
crop consultant from 2001-2007. Most of my clients
owned dairy and crop farms growing corn, forages
soybeans, small grains and processing vegetables such
as sweet corn and string beans.
I attended the University of Maine in the 1990's with
degrees in sustainable agriculture (B.S.) and agronomy
(M.S.). I was brought up on a potato farm in Fort
Fairfield. My family raised foundation and certified seed
for processing, chip stock and table stock growers in
Aroostook County and along the eastern seaboard. I am
looking forward to meeting farmers and woodlot owners in
the St. John Valley and am grateful for the opportunity to
assist the St. John SWCD with delivering conservation
technical assistance to promote soil health, sustainable
forestry and water quality.
Eric Giberson
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WHAT IS THE ST. JOHN VALLEY SWCD?
The St. John Valley SWCD is one of thousands of SWCD’s around the country, each governed by a volunteer Board of Supervisors.
Our purpose is to use and coordinate all available technical, financial, and educational resources to address the needs of local land
owners and users for the conservation of soil, water and other natural resources. In addition, we work with and assist governmental
agencies and non-profit organizations.

Our Mission:

“To provide local landowners, land users, and other individuals and organizations with the information,

education, and technical assistance they need to help protect and enhance Maine’s natural resources and to use them
wisely. The St. John Valley Soil and Water Conservation District seeks to foster and encourage the development of
an enduring land stewardship ethic among residents of the St. John River Valley.”
We strive to accomplish this by hosting conservation field days, workshops and related demonstrations
throughout the Valley. In addition, we provide a link to the invaluable technical services provided not only by
the Districts themselves, but also by such federal agencies as the Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) and Maine DACF (Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry).
As part of the Maine Association of Conservation Districts (MACD), we also enjoy working with the next
generation by hosting the Envirothon, and making classroom presentations to students of all ages in an effort to
engage them in the wise use of the nation’s natural resources. We can do even more with your help! As a
volunteer, a supporting member, or a sponsor of a soil and water conservation project, every step you take
toward conservation is one step forward to a more sustainable future!
The St. John Valley SWCD is working for you and your community! Let us know how we can better serve you.

PROVIDING LOCAL ASSISTANCE










Field days, workshops, demonstrations
Educational Programming for adults and children on natural resources
Grant development
Watershed surveys
Resource assessments
Information Sharing
Link to other governmental agencies and programs
Topographic maps, aerial photographs, marking flags, tree and shrub sale
Rental items including: skidder bridge, grass seeder, no-till seeder, tree marking gun (with paint) and other forest
measurement tools.

Attention Conservationists
If you are interested in conserving the natural resources in your community, we invite you to participate in District
activities. Whether as an observer, volunteer, or Associate Supervisor, we’d love to have you join us!
Please contact the District today at 834-3311, ext. 3 or send an email to:

sjvswcd@gmail.com

Available at the District Office
Aerial Photographs 1947-1996, 7.5” Topographical Maps, Conservation Mix Grass Seed,
Fluorescent Marking Flags, No-Till Seeder Rental, Paint Gun Rental (for marking trees),
Skidder Bridge Panel Rental, Also available: Water Test Kits and Soil Test Boxes.
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NEW FOR 2016
What is the FSAfarm+?

WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT, DEBIT CARD, AND
PAYPAL PAYMENTS ON OUR DISTRICT
WEBSITE.

With FSAfarm+, producers will have web access to view their
FSA data such as the common land unit data, related farm data,
and other producer information. This data will be available in
real time and at no cost to the producer. This functionality allows
operators and owners to view, export and print farm records
data, including maps, from their own home through a public
facing web portal. Direct access will permit the operators and
owners to electronically share their data, which could include
maps, with a crop insurance agent, from their own personal
computer.
The initial launch of FSAfarm+ will allow farm operators and
owners to access their farm and contact information. Operators
and owners that are business entities can be accessed by entity
members. A future release will allow access to agents or
representatives of farm operators and owners, in addition to
allowing other farm tenants access to information related to the
land they lease.
The FSAfarm+ Customer Self-Service Portal allows farmers
access:



farmland and cropland information



ACR/PLC bases and yield information



CRP and other conservation program acreage



HELC and WC status information



field boundaries (common land unit)



farm imagery



name and address details



membership interest and share information



contact information

FSAfarm+ can be accessed by clicking the following link:

www.fsa.usda.gov/online-services/farm-plus
___________________________________________
FREE TREE SEEDLINGS!!
Northern White Cedar, Silver Maple, White Pine, Red
& Bur Oaks, and more!
Steve Young, Wildlife Biologist at One World Artisans, a small
business in Frenchville, is donating seedlings again this year.
Email requests to mail@upperstjohnriver.org, or
sjvswcd@gmail.com

http://www.sjv.me.nacdnet.org
___________________________________________
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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
NRCS offers voluntary programs to eligible landowners and agricultural producers to provide financial
and technical assistance to help manage natural resources in a sustainable manner. Through these
programs the agency approves contracts to provide financial assistance to help plan and implement
conservation practices that address natural resource concerns or opportunities to help save energy,
improve soil, water, plant, air, animal and related resources on agricultural lands and non-industrial
private forest land.
In the Saint John Valley, our financial assistance programs include the following:
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) provides financial and technical assistance to
agricultural producers in order to address natural resource concerns and deliver environmental benefits
such as improved water and air quality, conserved ground and surface water, reduced soil erosion and
sedimentation or improved or created wildlife habitat. Traditionally, the local funding priorities in the St.
John Valley have been dedicated to cropland, livestock/agricultural waste, forestry and pasture/grazing
systems. In addition, multiple statewide fund pools have been available to producers in the St. John
Valley. These categories include irrigation efficiency improvements, organic agriculture, on-farm energy
improvement, stream habitat/fish passage issues and seasonal high tunnel systems to extend the
growing season. EQIP also has special fund pools to assist producers with the development of forest
management plans, comprehensive nutrient management plans for livestock operations, wildlife habitat
management plans, pollinator conservation plans and on-farm energy conservation plans.

Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) provides cost share assistance to agricultural producers to
voluntarily address issues such as water management, water quality, and erosion control by
incorporating conservation into their farming operations. Producers may: construct or improve water
management structures or irrigation structures; plant trees for windbreaks or to improve water quality;
or mitigate risk through production diversification or resource conservation practices, including soil
erosion control, integrated pest management, or seasonal high tunnels.

Application deadline for FY2017 funding is August 19 th 2016.
Call the Fort Kent Field Office at 834-3311 ext. 3 to speak with Eric Giberson, or Greg
Cironi about setting up a field appointment for conservation planning and program
enrollment.
All programs and services of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the USDA are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political belief, gender identity, sexual orientation, or marital and familial status
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2015 DISTRICT ANNUAL REPORT
INCOME CATAGORIES

EXPENSE CATAGORIES

Accumulated Interest
Cooperator Dues
Grass Seed Sales
Marking Flag Sales
State Support
Town Support
County Support
Tree and Shrub Sale

Advertising
Accounting Services
Staff Mileage Expenses
Dues Expenses: MACD
Field & Office Supplies
Newsletter Printing
Supervisor Mileage Expense
Tree and Shrub Sale Expenses

Total 2015 Income: $29,983.33

Total 2015 Expenses: $21,960.22

Postage Expenses
Website Development
Taxes: Payroll
Workers Comp.
Coordinator's Wages
State Sales Tax
Grass Seed
Marking Flags

SPRUCE BUDWORM 2015 TRAP RESULTS
Aroostook County was the most heavily trapped with 181 locations as compared to 164 sites in 2014. It
had the highest average number of moths up from 25.8 per trap to 44.9 moths in 2015. Maine Forest
Service has been running spruce budworm pheromone traps for the past 23 years. During that time the
average number of moths per trap stayed well below 10 moths per trap until 2013 when the number
jumped to 18 moths per trap. In 2014 it went up to 25 moths per trap, and in 2015 at 27 moths per trap.
Both ground and aerial surveys were conducted in 2015 looking specifically for spruce budworm in
northern Maine where damage would first appear. Due to a lack of personnel the ground surveys were
limited to roadside surveys in areas where trap counts were highest. No feeding damage from spruce
budworm was apparent in either ground or aerial surveys. Feeding needs to be approaching a moderate
level of damage before it is visible from the air, and moth counts are not high enough anywhere in Maine
to expect that level of feeding yet. Ground surveys were very limited in their extent, and not expected to
pick up damage yet. It will take more time on the ground looking at more trees to begin to find
defoliation at this level of budworm feeding. A focused observer is needed to see trace to light damage in
the forest, so casual visitors to the forest usually do not notice damage until it starts to get moderate to
heavy.
Source: Maine Forest Service

SJVSWCD MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016
NAME: ___________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________
TOWN: ____________________ ZIP: __________________
EMAIL: ____________________

PLEDGE AMOUNT:
Valley Friend……...$25.00
Valley Steward……$50.00
Valley Patron……...$100.00
Valley Visionary…..$250.00
Other ……____________

Please return this form with your check payable to St. John Valley Soil and Water Conservation District, 139 Market
Street, Suite 106, Fort Kent, ME 04743
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COMMUNITY GARDEN
OPPORTUNITY
If you have an interest in taking part in a
Community Garden in Frenchville, please
contact the District today!! 207-834-3311
X-3 E-mail sjvswcd@gmail.com

Cover crops are plants that are put back into the
soil, not harvested. There are many benefits to
using cover crops, including weed suppression,
conserving soil moisture, and reducing soil
erosion. As cover crops break down, they release
nutrients and add organic matter into the soil.
There are several different types of cover crops,
including clover, vetch, mustard, and rye. Which
one you choose depends on what you’re trying to
accomplish. Legumes are good for adding
Nitrogen, whereas grains and grasses work well
for weed suppression. Mustard and rapeseed can
reduce soil-borne diseases.
BENEFITS OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF COVER CROPS

Legumes like clover and vetch increase the
amount of Nitrogen in the soil that plants can use.
Growing legumes as a cover crop can reduce the
amount of fertilizer that needs to be applied to a
garden the following season. Crimson clover,
Austrian pea, and hairy vetch are the most
common legume cover crops.
Grains and grasses include ryegrass, wheat, and
barley. These crops suppress weeds when they
are mowed down, and left on the soil surface (not
tilled in). Vegetable seeds are then sowed into the
debris in the spring.
Mustard and rapeseed have bio-fumigant
properties and can suppress some diseases when
tilled into the soil. Research has shown that
certain varieties also reduce plant-damaging
nematode populations.
Instead of leaving your garden soil bare this
winter, consider a cover crop. Next year’s garden
will thank you.
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FREE WHOLE ORCHARD CARE WORKSHOP 2016
On April 16th 2016 the St. John Valley SWCD held a Free Whole Orchard Care Workshop at Labbe
Tree Farm in Frenchville. It was a beautiful day, and we had a great turn out. Dave Potter, District Chairman
would like to publicly thank both Vern Labbe for allowing the District to host the workshop at his Tree Farm,
and Master Orchardist Paul Benoit for a great presentation. Pictured Below: Apple Tree Pruning.
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All programs and services of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the USDA are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political belief, gender identity, sexual orientation, or marital and familial status

Spruce budworm citizen science project seeks volunteers
The Budworm Tracker program, a component of the Healthy Forest Partnership, is expanding and looking for volunteers to join its Budworm Tracker
citizen science program in Northern Maine.
The Budworm Tracker Program is part of a large scientific initiative aimed at better understanding how spruce budworm populations rise and spread.
Spruce budworm is one of the most damaging native insects affecting balsam fir and spruce trees in Canada and northern Maine. Outbreaks, such as
the one currently in Québec, Canada, often result in widespread tree growth loss and death with effects that can last for decades.
“The Budworm Tracker team wants to engage interested citizens to help us conduct research and monitor spruce budworm populations in their own
backyards and woodlots,” said Program Coordinator Emily Owens. "Our team is trying to better understand the extent that migrating moths coming
from an outbreak, such as the current on in Québec, might play a roll in the rise and spread of spruce budworm.”
The program was launched in 2015 to help scientists increase their understanding of the spruce budworm by having citizens assist with the collecting
and sharing of scientific data.
In Eastern Canada, several hundred volunteers have signed up for the 2016 season in and the program is looking to add 30-40 volunteers in northern
Maine. These volunteers range from families who are interested in science and forestry, to industry and forestry stakeholders. As citizen scientists, they
are asked to trap and collect spruce budworm moths at least once per week during the flight season, between June and August, and send the data
back to the research team. The traps are supplied for free and come with simple instructions. A short video also describes the program.
In ME, the research team is particularly interested in recruiting volunteers in locations as southern as Bangor and as northern as the border with
Québec and New Brunswick.
Individuals working or living in these areas who are interested in becoming a citizen scientist can visit www.budwormtracker.ca or call:
Emily Owens, Biologist
Program Coordinator
Forest Protection Limited
Fredericton, New Brunswick
(506) 452-3507

